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strong, but it had a lonely appearance; all that gave it life
was the handsome large garden which lay to the north.
This, however, was the external appearance. There was
life enough about it, no doubt; a military life is always
lively.

Gen. Edmund P. Gaines, who had been on a tour of in-
spection, was on board, hence our vessel cast anchor in
front of the fort, from which a salute was fired. There
were also on board two ladies, who belonged to the fami-
lies of some of the military officers. Soon the fort barge,
manned by soldiers and an officer in full uniform, came to
the vessel, the officer coming aboard. Altogether there
was a fine display.

But the detention was not quite agreeable to us, and we
were glad to leave our distinguished passenger at the fort,
and sail on about a mile up this beautiful river. We cast
anchor opposite John Lawe’s residence, which was the
stopping place for all travelers." We were rowed ashore
in the schooner’s yawl, as there were then no wharves or
docks. The river looked clean and broad. The wild rice,
a patch several yards in width growing along its borders,
was a novel sight.

As there were no hotels or even private boarding houses
here, all travelers had to depend upon the hospitality of
its citizens. A houseless couple, we were invited to dine

in 1822 went to Mackinac, where he practiced his profession and taught
school. Visiting Green Bay in June, 1824, he was favorably impressed
with that then frontier post, and upon returning to the island induced his
young fiancée, Miss Fisher, to marry him at once and commence life upon
the Wisconsin side of Lake Michigan. It is at this point that Mrs. Baird
takes up the story. Mr. Baird died at Green Bay, April 30, 1875. A bio-
graphical sketch of him will be found in Wis. Hist. Colls., vii, pp. 426-
443 —Ep,

1 Lawe, whose father was an officer in the English army, came to Green
Bay in 1797, when but sixteen years old, as assistant to his uncle, Jacob
Franks, an English Jew who represented at Green Bay the fur-trade firm
of Ogilvie, Gillespie & Co., of Montreal. On the outbreak of the War of
1812-15, Franks returned to Montreal, turning over his large business to
Lawe. For an estimate of Lawe’s career, see Wis. Hist. Colls., vii,
pp. 247-250.— EDn.



